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As the state lead for the National Family Support Network (NFSN), Maine Children’s Trust is charged with 
working within a collective impact framework to ensure coordinated quality support for families. The goal of 
Family Support Maine is to support the coordination of family services and resources in Maine to improve child 
and family well-being To drive this change, Family Support Maine will address the unique challenges of our rural 
state, bridge gaps in resource coordination, and collectively lead the transition toward proactive, community 
driven efforts for lasting change.
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At a Glance
•	Year founded: 2020
•	Year joined NFSN: 2020
•	 �Network type: Nonprofit-Coordinated
•	Network staff: 4 FTE
•	Network annual budget: $466,150
•	 �Funding sources: 

o 	�Federal Community-Based Child Abuse 
Prevention (CBCAP)

o	� State Education Funds
o	� Private foundations
o	� Individual giving
o	� Earned income

Highlights
•	As its foundation, Family Support Maine 

follows Chapin Hall’s Five Guiding Principles for 
Community Partnership:
o �People-Driven Collaboration
o Asset-Based Partnerships
o �Capacity Building
o Shared Leadership
o �Collaborative Evaluation

•	Our statewide network creates a coordinated 
effort by connecting:
o �Formal Networks: Maine Prevention Councils, 

Family Support Communities, and Family 
Resource Centers.

o �Community Partners: Local businesses and 
family support organizations.

o �Individuals: Parents, professionals, and 
community leaders.Network Functions

•	Peer Connection & Strategic Partnerships 
•	Free Professional Development & Training 
•	National Resources Best Practices, Evidence-

based/ Informed Efforts and Frameworks
•	Enhanced Visibility & Public Awareness
•	System Alignment & Coordination
•	 Implementation, Technical Assistance & Evaluation 

Support



MAINE Network Mission Statement: 
To strengthen families, promote healthy relationships, and 
support communities to prevent child abuse and neglect. 

Members
•	Number of Members: 16 Maine Prevention 

Councils representing each county in Maine,  
4 Family Support Communities, and a growing 
number of Family Resource Centers, family 
support programs, and individuals.

•	Pass through funding: $1,663,000
•	Pass through funding sources:

o �Federal Community-Based Child Abuse 
Prevention (CBCAP)

o �State budget
o �Private foundations
o �Individual giving
o �sSponsorships

Member Service Areas
•	Parenting Support
•	Access to Resources
•	Child Development Activities
•	Parent Leadership Development
•	Education Activities
•	 Intentional Multiple Family Member  

Engagement Activities
•	Community Strengthening Activities

Maine Children’s Trust (MCT) is a statewide non-
profit that works to strengthen families, promote 
healthy relationships, and support communities to 
prevent child abuse and neglect. 
MCT leads and coordinates many programs and 
efforts that increases child and family well-being 
such as Family Support Maine, Family Resource 
Centers, Family Support Communities, and the 
Maine Prevention Councils. 
To find out more visit www.mechildrenstrust.org.

Created in Statute in 1985, 
Maine Prevention Councils 
are the state-designated 
organizations that 
encourage and maintain 
coordinated community 
efforts to prevent child 
abuse and neglect through the provision of family-
strengthening programs.
Informally acting as Family Resource Centers, 
Maine Prevention Councils are in each county 
in Maine and offer a wide range of supports for 
families and parents. All support services are free 
and include:
•	 Parenting Education
•	 Parent Support Groups
•	 Playgroups
•	 Community Events
•	 Concrete Supports & Referrals


